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National Archives and Records Administration § 1275.16 

§ 1275.16 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this part 1275, the 

following terms have the meaning as-
cribed to them in this § 1275.16. 

(a) Presidential historical materials. 
The term Presidential historical materials 
(also referred to as historical materials 
and materials) shall mean all papers, 
correspondence, documents, pamphlets, 
books, photographs, films, motion pic-
tures, sound and video recordings, ma-
chine-readable media, plats, maps, 
models, pictures, works of art, and 
other objects or materials made or re-
ceived by former President Richard M. 
Nixon or by members of his staff in 
connection with his constitutional or 
statutory powers or duties as President 
and retained or appropriate for reten-
tion as evidence of or information 
about these powers or duties. Included 
in this definition are materials relat-
ing to the political activities of former 
President Nixon or members of his 
staff, but only when those activities di-
rectly relate to or have a direct effect 
upon the carrying out of constitutional 
or statutory powers or duties. Excluded 
from this definition are documentary 
materials of any type that are deter-
mined to be the official records of an 
agency of the Government; private or 
personal materials; stocks of publica-
tions, processed documents, and sta-
tionery; and extra copies of documents 
produced only for convenience or ref-
erence when they are clearly so identi-
fied. 

(b) Private or personal materials. The 
term private or personal materials shall 
mean those papers and other documen-
tary or commemorative materials in 
any physical form relating solely to a 
person’s family or other non-govern-
mental activities, including private po-
litical associations, and having no con-
nection with his constitutional or stat-
utory powers or duties as President or 
as a member of the President’s staff. 

(c) Abuses of governmental power popu-
larly identifed under the generic term 
‘‘Watergate.’’ The term abuses of govern-
mental power popularly identified under 
the generic term ‘‘Watergate’’ (also re-
ferred to as abuses of governmental 
power), shall mean those alleged acts, 
whether or not corroborated by judi-
cial, administrative or legislative pro-
ceedings, which allegedly were con-

ducted, directed or approved by Rich-
ard M. Nixon, his staff or persons asso-
ciated with him in his constitutional 
or statutory functions as President, or 
as political activities directly relating 
to or having a direct effect upon those 
functions, and which— 

(1) Were within the purview of the 
charters of the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Presidential Campaign Ac-
tivities or the Watergate Special Pros-
ecution Force; or 

(2) Are circumscribed in the Articles 
of Impeachment adopted by the House 
Committee on the Judiciary and re-
ported to the House of Representatives 
for consideration in House Report No. 
93–1305. 

(d) General historical significance. The 
term general historical significance shall 
mean having administrative, legal, re-
search or other historical value as evi-
dence of or information about the con-
stitutional or statutory powers or du-
ties of the President, which an archi-
vist has determined is of a quality suf-
ficient to warrant the retention by the 
United States of materials so des-
ignated. 

(e) Archivist. The term Archivist shall 
mean the Archivist of the United 
States or his designated agent. The 
term archivist shall mean an employee 
of the National Archives and Records 
Administration who, by education or 
experience, is specially trained in ar-
chival science. 

(f) Agency. The term agency shall 
mean an executive department, mili-
tary department, independent regu-
latory or nonregulatory agency, Gov-
ernment corporation, Government-con-
trolled corporation, or other establish-
ment in the executive branch of the 
Government including the Executive 
Office of the President. For purposes of 
§ 1275.32 only, the term agency shall 
also include the White House Office. 

(g) Archival processing. The term ar-
chival processing may include the fol-
lowing general acts performed by ar-
chivists with respect to the Presi-
dential historical materials: Shelving 
boxes of documents in chronological, 
alphabetical, numerical or other se-
quence; surveying and developing a lo-
cation register and cross-index of the 
boxes; arranging materials; refoldering 
and reboxing the documents and 
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affixing labels; producing finding aids 
such as folder title lists, scope and con-
tent notes, biographical data, and se-
ries descriptions; rewinding, dupli-
cating and preserving the original tape 
recordings; enhancing the tape record-
ings on which the conversations are 
wholly or partially unintelligible so 
that extraneous noises may be filtered 
out; producing general subject matter 
logs of the tape recordings; reproducing 
and transcribing tape recordings; re-
viewing the materials to identify items 
that appear subject to restriction; 
identifying items in poor physical con-
dition and assuring their preservation; 
identifying materials requiring further 
processing; and preparation for public 
access of all materials which are not 
subject to restriction. 

(h) Staff. The term staff shall mean 
those persons whose salaries were paid 
fully or partially from appropriations 
to the White House Office or Domestic 
Council, or who were detailed on a non-
reimbursable basis to the White House 
Office or Domestic Council from any 
other Federal activity; or those pesons 
who otherwise were designated as as-
sistants to the President, in connection 
with their service in that capacity; or 
any persons whose files were sent to 
the White House Central Files Unit or 
Special Files Unit, for purposes of 
those files. 

(i) National security classified informa-
tion. The term national security classi-
fied information shall mean any matter 
which is security classified under exist-
ing law, and has been or should be des-
ignated as such. 

[51 FR 7230, Feb. 28, 1986, as amended at 61 
FR 17844, Apr. 23, 1996]

§ 1275.18 Requests or demands for ac-
cess. 

Each agency which receives a request 
or legal demand for access to Presi-
dential historical materials of the 
Nixon Administration shall imme-
diately forward the request or demand 
to the Archivist of the United States, 
National Archives and Records Admin-
istration (NARA), Washington, DC 
20408.

Subpart B—Preservation and 
Protection

§ 1275.20 Responsibility. 

The Archivist is responsible for the 
preservation and protection of the 
Nixon Presidential historical mate-
rials. 

[61 FR 17845, Apr. 23, 1996]

§ 1275.22 Security. 

The Archivist is responsible for pro-
viding adequate security for the Presi-
dential historical materials.

§ 1275.24 Archival processing. 

When authorized by the Archivist 
and until the commencement of archi-
val processing in accordance with sub-
part D of this part, archivists may 
process the Presidential historical ma-
terials to the extent necessary for pro-
tecting and preserving the materials, 
and for providing authorized access to 
the materials pursuant to subpart C of 
this part.

§ 1275.26 Access procedures. 

(a) The Archivist will receive and/or 
prepare appropriate documentation of 
each access authorized under this part 
1275. 

(b) Entry to the records storage areas 
will be provided by the Archivist only 
to archival, maintenance, security, or 
other necessary personnel or to Mr. 
Nixon or his agent. Two persons, at 
least one of whom represents the Ar-
chivist, will be present at all times 
that records storage areas are occu-
pied. 

(c) The Archivist will determine that 
each individual having access to the 
Presidental historical materials has a 
security clearance equivalent to the 
highest degree of national security 
classification that may be applicable 
to any of the material examined. 

(d) The Archivist will provide former 
President Nixon or his designated at-
torney or agent (hereinafter Mr. 
Nixon), prior notice of, and allow him 
to be present during, each search nec-
essary to comply with an authorized 
access under § 1275.32 or § 1275.34. 

(e) Only NARA archivists shall con-
duct searches necessary to comply with 
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